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With Virgin Galactic poised for blast off to take privileged clients on a trip to the stars, Natalie 
Flaum caught up with one of its founding astronauts and adventurer Per Wimmer, to discuss his 

latest conquest - becoming a private island owner in his native Denmark

PER
    Excellence

A
stronaut, explorer, philanthropist, entrepreneur, 
author and global financier Per Wimmer is set 
to become one of the first 700 people in the 
world to go to space. The former Goldman 

Sachs executive director from Denmark, who now owns an 
international corporate financial advisory firm ‘Wimmer 
Space’, inspires and encourages adults and children alike 

to live out their dreams - one of Per’s was to buy an island 
escape, which he landed in lockdown. 

What prompted you to become this islands owner? 
It was a very spontaneous purchase in July 2021. I was sitting 
on a quiet evening, watching the sunset with my mother 
at our family summerhouse, on the West Zealand county, 
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near Copenhagen. We saw a plane fly over and I looked it 
up on my app to check where it was going - to Helsinki, at 
that moment there was also a helicopter flying in the other 
direction heading towards a private island that wasn’t too 
far away. It was strange, as there weren’t many flights going 
anywhere due to lockdown. There are only 32 private owned 
islands in Denmark, that rarely come up for sale. Just for the 
fun of it, I decided to Google search and this one was for 
sale. Having spent time with my friend, Richard Branson, on 
his Necker Island I had hoped to have my own, one day and 
lockdown gave me the perfect opportunity as I spent most 
of it in Denmark. I love the proximity of the island from 
Denmark and from Copenhagen. It’s just a 10-minute boat 
ride away. The location is perfect.

Talk us through the events that led to securing the 
island
I spoke to the real estate agent who confirmed the island 
was still available and a while later, they rang to confirm a 
visit with the owner the very next week. The island had been 
owned by the same family for three generations. Sadly, the 
grandfather had recently passed away from Covid, and it 
was an emotional time for all. I had a chance to get to know 
them well, as I drove down from Copenhagen with the son 
and we met the grandmother at the harbour and travelled to 
the island by boat together. We secured the boat to the small 
pier and as soon as I walked along the tall grassy walkway, I 
was instantly struck by the nature and wildlife. The winding 
path leads to the main lawn where two small timber-built 
1950s houses stand, primitive but cosy. They remind me of a 
mountain lodge. Being a man of action, I thought there’s no 
better time than the present, so I struck a deal over coffee and 

went for a walk around the island, to give them time to think. 
When I came back, we agreed terms over an old-fashioned 
handshake and let our lawyers to sort out the paperwork. I 
said they could keep the house and boat keys and that they 
could come and go as often as they like, just to let me know. 
The family liked that I came across as a fair and friendly 
buyer and the exchange and registrations were granted a 
month later. Land registry is public in Denmark, so the sale 
went through pretty quickly.

What changes have you made so far?
When the news broke; with me not being completely unknown 
in Denmark, it was an exciting story. I received a lot of media 
coverage and incoming calls from a raft of local people 
registering their interest, asking how they could get involved 
and help - from landscaping to helping with furniture and 
interior design. Some even offered shopping essentials. Being a 
positive person, I decided to meet up with some of them, after 
the official takeover, and within a few weeks I had 6-7 reliable 
local people working for me on the island. I had created an 
instant team who rolled up their sleeves and wanted to help on 
this exciting project. I have cultivated the island slightly and left 
nature alone on the eastern side. I built a path to walk around 
the perimeter and created a helipad for when construction 
begins which is no doubt the easiest way to transport building 
materials to site and I’ve done a deal with a local construction 
site. 

What’s on your wish list for your island home?
I have lit the fantasy role to build an eco-friendly home using 
natural materials to blend in with the surrounding landscape. 
The architect has designed a contemporary space with 
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respect for nature, glazed atriums and terraces, with a focus 
on maximising the island views. I’d love an indoor swimming 
pool with spa facilities in the basement. A very large living 
area with a number of guest rooms, a rooftop terrace to 
observe wildlife and the panoramic sea and sunset views. I’d 
also love a boathouse to store jet ski’s, electric hoverboards 
and fun water sports activities to do on the jetty and pier.

When do you envisage the island build will start?
I’m seeking planning permission to build a modern home 
and increase the original footprint, which is a challenge. 
In Denmark, there’s a coastline protective directive, stating 
you have to be 300 metres from the coast to build. Historic 
buildings can stay but new buildings must be away from the 
shore, which is nigh on impossible when building on a small 
island. I have consultants working on this right now, doing 

all the preliminary work for the application. The permit will 
be a long marathon, we are about to have our first dialogue 
with the Forest Association, to help the process along and 
a meeting with the Coastline Director. We have done some 
initial architect drawings for the project, which will hopefully 
be accepted. Housing permits take time in Denmark, 
generally 6-9 months but with the coastline regulations, the 
process could take 12-18 months.

Tell us about the environmental and sustainability 
issues unique to the build
I want to build an eco-friendly property and for it to stay as 
naturaly preserved as possible with trees creating a private, 
cosy canopy. One of the beauties of living here is that you 
can live in private and do what you want without anyone 
poking their nose over the fence, so to speak. Currently, the 
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to launch next year with Virgin Galactic. As astronauts, we 
try to remain above the squabbles of global politics. Sadly, 
Russia decided to disengage, up until recently we were 
internationally collaborative with airspace solutions. Looking 
at the bigger picture - scientific exploration, protection of 
the Earth, nature and the atmosphere, I was hoping we could 
be a source of inspiration to planet Earth, but sadly Earth’s 
politics are starting to interfere, but I’m sure other doors will 
open in the private sector. It’s so exciting that private space is 
getting so much capital and attention, which will open up a 
whole new arena for innovation, finance, technology and for 
us as a human species to explore and put in new technologies 
that we can all benefit from. For me, this is truly fascinating. 
I know this from talking to other astronauts that once you 
have been up to space and seen our super unique planet, you 
realise how precious yet fragile planet Earth is. When you 
see life from above, you have a better perspective on how 
important it is to protect it.  
www.wimmerspace.com

island runs on solar power, we don’t produce any electricity 
and the water comes from a well. It’s completely independent 
with wild nature, which I love. Based on advice from my 
friend Richard Branson and given the proximity to the larger 
island next door connected to Zealand, it’s possible to run 
three pipes underneath the water – one for electricity and 
the internet, one for water and one for sewage. I thought the 
cost of this would be prohibitive but with Richard’s help and 
guidance on the energy and utility side, I certainly plan on 
doing this in the future.

What’s next for you? 
I have a deeply rooted passion for adventure, exploration 
and space travel. I have travelled to 85 countries and in 2008, 
I set a world record by doing the first tandem sky dive over 
Mount Everest. Subject to any technical difficulties we hope 
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